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Moncey, Fregeville, Harispe, and La Tour d'Auvergne in that
of the Western Pyrenees. With such officers to command and
to lead them, it is not to be wondered at that the mixed
crowds of Frenchmen of different levies became in a short
time trained and experienced soldiers. The best youth of
France was serving on the frontiers; in the ranks there nobles
and bourgeois found safety, peasants and artisans food and
clothing. The change which the Great Committee of Public
Safety brought about was not caused by the raising of larger
armies, but by utilizing those already formed. The Conven-
tion had hurried plenty of men to the front, but had left them
there in undisciplined, unarmed, and starving masses. The
Great Committee altered this state of affairs: enormous public
workshops and foundries were established, requisitions were
enforced on every side of whatever might be of use, and
France was treated as if it were one vast arsenal and provision
store for its armies. Discipline was strictly maintained in
these armies by the establishment of the Reign of Terror, and
the punishment of death was inflicted on the slightest pretext.
Unity of direction in the conduct of the war was secured by
the presence of Carnot on the Great Committee, and the
representatives on mission insisted on his orders being carried
out, and were ready and able alike to support good generals
and to degrade incapable or cowardly officers But all this
was not enough. The Great Committee could and did give
the French armies every material means to secure success, but
all would have been vain had not the soldiers themselves been
inspired by the most ardent patriotism. In the summer of
1793 they had loved France, but had been disorganized and
knew not where to look for guidance; by the winter they felt
the effect of the strong government at home, and the know-
ledge added confidence to their bravery. In addition to
patriotism, which moved the majority, the more capable and
daring knew that there was before them the possibility of
satisfying the most soaring ambition, for the rapid rise of men
like Hoche and Pichegru encouraged the poorest private All
felt that the Republic had need of the gallantry of all hor sons,